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Rock & Vote Concert
Ethnic Voters Gear Up For November 2002 Elections

By Jackie Bong-Wright

from Asian Fortune

American flag and low-cut blue jeans, asked an excited audience of 500 Viet

namese gathered in the Fairfax County Government Center’ sopen auditorium,
“Are you going to register to vote?’ Theresponsewasaroar: “Yes” She repeated,
“Are going to vote on November 5th?” Another deafening “Yes’ echoed back.

I inda Trang Dai, the well-known, 20-something Vietnamese singer, wearing an

Linda.and her husband, Tommy Ngo, the“new wave’ rock singers, Cat Tien, another
youthful risng dar, and dancers, kept the crowd of digible Viethamese voters in a
congtantly cheerful mood. The occasion was afree “Rock & Vote Concert” held on
September 29 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. entitled “The Power of Our Voteis The Strength
of Our Community.”

Nguyen Quoc Hung, the newly-elected President of the Nationa Congress of Viet-
namese-Americans, and Hoang Quoc Tuan, two young activists, spearheaded the
movement. They enlisted the support of a dozen Vietnamese organizations in the
Washington area, including the Vietnamese Boy & Girl Scouts of Virginiaand severa
youth and students' associations.

American volunteers from the Fairfax Registrar office were on hand to verify voters

gpplication forms. About 120 digible Vietnamese Americans registered to vote that
afternoon and two dozen more followed suit that weekend at the Vietnamese Eden
Shopping Center in Fals Church, where volunteers from the Vietnamese American
Voters Asociation (VAVA) solicited passers-by to register before the October 7
deedline.

The Rock & Vote Concert featured prominent speakers. | nterspersed between songs
and dances, short talks were delivered by Viet Dinh, Assstant Attorney Genera for
the Office of Legd Policy; John Quoc Duong, Executive Director of the White House
Initiative on Asan Americans and Pecific Idanders, Nguyen Minh Chau, afourth-term
member of Garrett Park Town Council; Congressman Tom Davis, 11" Didgtrict of
Virginia; Kaying Yang, Director of South East Asan Resource Action Center; and
Nguyen Van Hanh, Ph.D., Director of Refugee Resettlement at the U.S. Department
of Hedth and Human Services, among others. They focused on how Viethamese
congtituents could become involved in the U.S. democratic political process. They
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Message from
= the President

s the season changes, we're
A noticing changesin nature and

in the Vietnamese American
community. Vietnamese communities
throughout the country are becoming
more visible (VietAID opened their
new multi-million dollar fadilitiesin Bos-
ton), adapting traditiona means of em-
powerment (Voter Registration drives
in Boston, San Jose and the DC metro
areq) and participating with other com-
munities of interest (Candidate Forums
in San Francisco, San Jose, Maryland
and Northern Virginia). The seasonal
changes aso brought with it severa
new Vietnamese Americans who were
elected into office. Madison P. Nguyen
was elected to the Franklin McKinley
School District in San Jose. Lan
Nguyen was elected to the Garden
Grove Unified School District. Andy
Quach was el ected to the Westminister
City Council. | expect more changes
to come in the near future.

- Hung Quoc Nguyen

NCVA’s New Look
* A new desgned Website will bein-
troduced in the near future.

* New Tdephone/Fax and Email:

* (877) 592-4140
 info@ncvaonline.org

“e pluribus unum’




Viethamese American Youth L eader ship Conference 2003

he summer of 2003 will bring the

I thunderous sound of new shoes

hitting the ground where issues

are debated, laws are enacted and mil-

lions of lives affected. This sound will

bring a new and unique ring to life in

Washington, D.C. The owners of these
shoes are Vietnamese Americans.

The Vietnamese American Community
is growing in both population size and
political clout. As the Community ma-
tures, it needs dynamic young people
with leadership sKills and the vision
to lead. Young Vietnamese Ameri-
canswill need to honetheir talents by
understanding the complex national
and local issuesthat affect their com-
munities, bridge the generation and
cultural gaps, and effectively lead by
example.

Recognizing the emergence of this

young population and its impact on the
political, economic, and social spec-
trums, the Vietnamese American Y outh
L eadership Conference (VAY LC) seeks
to harnessthisenergy by bringing young
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Vietnamese Americans and Asian
Americans students and young profes-
sionas to Washington, DC for a three-
day summit from June 25-28, 2003.

VAY LC expects to have 200-300 par-
ticipants from across the United States
attending VAYLC 2003. Attendeeswill
be able to sharpen their leadership skills
and to network with other like-minded
individualswho areinterested in making
the world a better place for all commu-
nities of interest by fostering an atmo-

Building Young
Leaders for the

Vietnamese American
Community

sphere that enables reflection on how
they can be part of the solution to some
problems which challenge our society.

Workshops

The workshopsinclude: Asian Pacific
Americans (APA) in the Palitical Pro-
cess: Get Involved!; Violence Against
APAs: Areyou awaking target?, APA/
Vietnamese-Americans in the Me-

dia: Behind the Scenes & in Front of
the Camera; Community Service: Giv-
ing from the heart; Women’s Role in
Society: Dispelling the Myth & Break-
ing the Glass Celling; and, Cool Ca-
reers: Beyond the 9-5 Jobs.

Speakers
Some speakersinclude: Daphne Kwok,
Executive Director, Asan Pacific Ameri-
can Ingtitute for Congressional Studies
(APAICYS); David Lamb, Author, Viet-
nam: Now and former Los Angeles
Times Bureau Chief - Saigon; John
Quoc Duong, Executive Director,
White House Initiative on AAPI;
Phuong Ly, Writer, The Washington
Post; Congressman Tom Davis
(VA - 11th Didtrict); Je Yon Jung,
Tria Attorney, Housing Section, Civil
Rights Division, Dept. of Justice;
Chiling Tong, Deputy Asst. Secre-
tary for Asiaand the Pacific, Dept. of
Commerce; and many others. For a
complete list of our workshops and
speakers, visit VAYLC's website at
www.vaylc.org

Planning Ahead

If you have atopic or speaker that you
think would enhancethe VAY L C 2003,
email us at info@vaylc.org

Rock & Vote Concert continued from page 1

asozoomed in on thetopic of empowerment of the Vietnamese community and showed
how Vietnamese could become a strong voice a the locd, state and nationd levels.
They stressed that Vietnamese, as naturdized citizens, should be assertive and exer-

cise their proper rights and duties.

Tran Quoc S from Maryland and Hoang Quoc Tuan from Virginia borrowed voting
machines from their respective counties and showed the attentive audience how to
vote properly. Printed brochures on voting procedures in the Didtrict of Columbia
were aso digtributed, and were explained to registered voters and their families.

The Rock & Vote concert was an experimenta event held for the firg time in the
Washington area by Viethamese Americans. It turned out to be amorae-booster and
agreat success, which the organizers vowed to repest every year from now on.



Canh Buon Va Tran Cuong Phong
Van Pong Cho Du Luit Nhian Quyén

By Pham Van Nam

r ngay 18 thang 8 d€n 23 thang
I 8, 2002 cong dong ngudi Viét tir
30 ti€u bang tai Hoa Ky, tir Au
Chau va Uc Chiu di quiy quin vé
Boston, Massachusetts tham du Tuan L&
Nhan Quyén choViét Nam. Tuin 1€ nay
bao gdbm mot dém vin nghé diu tranh
phét phdo va nim cudc bi€u tinh va tuan
hanh lién tuc trong nim ngay k€& ti€p
true van phong TNS John Kerry, song
song v&i 48 gig tuyét thuc. Bém vin
nghé dugc t6 chic tai Dorchester “Little
Saigon” ctia Boston do ban nhac Alpha
cua hodi Cuu Sinh Vién SiQuan Tha Dic
d4m trdch thu hit hon 1,000 dong bao.
Ngay khai mac biéu tinh c¢6 hon 500
ngudi tham du mic du vao trua thit hai
la ngay di lam, khoang mdt nta 1a ngudi
Viét dén tir phuong xa. C6 23 ngudi
tuyét thuc 48 gid, ngudi 16n nhat 82 tudi,
cu Phan V§ va ngudi tré nhat 1a mot co
gai 17 tudi. Cong vao d6, ban 5 chiic
gdm nhifng ngudsi dia phuong da xip x&p
nhitng budi ti€p xtdc cho phéi doan véi
nhitnng vi thudng nghi si, dan biéu tiéu
bang va hoi dong thanh phd Boston.

TAt cAnhitng hoat dong trén nhim vao
muc tiéu van dong cho nhan quyén tai
Viet Nam. Trudc hét, tao 4p luc quian
chiing v6i TNS Kerry, ngudi dang bop
c¢d dao luat Nhan Quyén HR2833. Thit
nhi, vin ddng du luAn Hoa Ky yém trg
cudc tranh ddu diy chdnh nghia clia
ngudi Viét tu do. Thi ba, glri mot thong
diép dé&n cac chinh tri gia ring quy vi s&
phai trd mot gia ddt néu khong quan tAm
dén quyén lgi hay uu tr cia cong dong
ngudi My gdc Viét.

TAt c& nhitng t3 bdo chinh, dai truyén
hinh va truyén thanh Hoa K tai Boston
va c4c thanh pho 16n clia Massachusetts
déu c6 nhitng bai tudng thuat vé Tuan
L& Nhan Quyén. Hai td bdo 16n c6 tinh
cac qudc t&, Boston Globe va Boston
Herald, v6i tdng s& phat hanh hon 1 triéu

s06 mdi ngay, con lam mdt phong sy dai
trude ngay khaimac. Lap trudng, chinh
nghia cla ngudi Viét ty nan cling duo.c
trinh bay 16 rang qua hai bai quan di€ém
dugc dang tai trén tJ Herald va td Sam-
pan. Pai A Chau Ty Do thuc hién hai
budi phdng van phan phat thanh vé Viét
Nam. Céc chuong trinh radio Viét Nam
cling truc ti€p tudng thuat dién bi€n cud
TLNQ dén moi noi. Mot tuan 1& sau khi
TLNQ cham diit, phdt ngdn nhan cla
TLNQ dugc dai phat thanh cong gido,
do Ong cuu dai st Hoaky tai Toa thanh
Vatican, Raymond Flynn, phdng van mot
gid dong hd. Sau d6, dng cuu dai st cho
biét, chuong trinh s& dugc 426 dai phat
thanh trén khip Hoa Ky ti€p van. Pich
than 6ng da viét thu gtri TNS Kerry, v6i
tu cach 1a mot ngudi ban va cling trong
dang Dan Chii yéu cau 6ng Kerry ngung
giam gitt HR2833.

N6i mot cic tdng quat, TLNQ da git
hai dugc nhitng thanh qua vudt qua mong
udc clia ban t6 chiic. Tuy nhién, dng
Kerry van ti€p tuc bop ¢6 dao ludt nhan
quyén. Vay thi chiing ta da 14y dugc
nhitng kinh nghiém, bai hoc nao dé ti€p
tuc dau tranh cho nhan quyén, cho ti do
dan chu tai Viét Nam?

Trudc hét, ong cha ta ¢6 ciu “mot cay
lam ching nén non, ba ciy chum lai, nén
hon ndi cao”. TLNQ thanh cong nhd su
hop stic clia cac doan thé chinh tri nhu
T6 Chitc Phuc Hung Viét Nam, Lién
Minh Dan Chi, c4c hdi cuu chién binh
nhu hdi Cuu Sinh Vién SiQuanTha P,
Vo B, cdc binh ching, cac cong dSng,
hoi Phu nit, Nghi Hoi, hdi sinh vién
cling nhu nhiéu doan thé khic va ca
nhan dén tir nhiéu noi.

Ban t§ chifc tai dia phuong da phdi hop
v6i dai Tiéng N6i Viet Nam Hai Ngoai,
va ny Ban Ton Gido kéu goi su gop stic,
g6p ¥, gop tién khip noi trén Hoa Ky.
K&t qua 1a chi trong vong mdt thang, hon
$30,000 da gti vé yém trg truc ti&p cho

ban 3 chic tai Boston. Trugc do, Uy
Ban Ton Gido ciing da quyén gép mot
s tién riéng trang trai chi phi di chuyén
cho mdt s§ vi phuong xa. Co mot sd vi
thdng bio cho ban t5 chiic lasé khong
g6p mit, gop stic néu c6 dng A hay ba
B, th€ nhung, hau hét déu di bd qua
nhitng di biét € gop gi6 thanh bio Bos-
ton.

Thit nhi, phuong tién truyén thong clia
ngudi Viét cling nhu ctia Hoa K¥ 1a v
khi huil hiéu nhat. Nhd chuong trinh Viét
Nam Hai Ngoai phat thanh tai hon 20
thanh phd, cling nhu cdc dai phét thanh
khéc van dong, loan tin ma hon 300 dong
bao tir 30 phuong xa dd vé Boston, va
ban t8 chiic c6 di tai chdnh trang trii chi
phi. Su khéo 1éo mdc ndi gidi truyén
thong Hoa Ky gilip tao ti€ng vang 16n
cho cong dong ngudi Viet. TLNQ da
cham dit, nhung hién tai, mdt dai truyén
hinh Boston dang lam mdt cudn phim tai
liéu vé& cong cudc dau tranh cho nhan
quyén tai Viét Nam d€ trinh chi€u khip
noi.

Thé nhung, cling c6 mot vai su ¢d 1am
gidm sit phan ndo hiéu ning cla tp
thé ngudi Viét chdng CS ciia chiing ta.

TLNQ c6 su hgp tic dong da tir moi
thanh phin thudc nhidu Itta tudi khic
nhau. Ngudi 16n ludn ludn kéu goi su
tham gia clia gi6i tré; th& nhung khi nguidsi
tré tham du, ngudi 16n lai thi€u sy tOn
trong cin c6 dé€ tao mot su hgp tac lau
dai. Chiing ta, gid ciing nhu tré, déu
chdng cong san. Diéu trd ngai 1a ¢
ngudi mudn ai ciing chéng cong mot
kiéu, mot phuong thic gidng nhu clia
minh; néu c6 mot ¥ kién hoi khiac mot
chit, 12 c6 thé tao ra bat hoa, ran nit,
tao ra “cong san”, quén mat diéu cin
b4n, quan trong nhat 1a ngudi tré do la
con em, 12 ngudi cung chién tuyén. Co6
phai nhitng ngudi di truéic, v6i nhidu kinh
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Profile of New M ember <
Hoang Quoc Tuan Anh-Thu Lu

* 1981: Set foot to America- Olympia, Washington asaboa  ® 1975 Arrived at Camp Pendleton, CA

people refugee. * 1976. Cameto FdlsChurch, Virginia

* 1984-1989: Attended & graduated from University of Wash- ¢ 1982: Graduated from the George Washington University
ington. Worked 9 months in Rochester, MN as an intern for e 1994: Graduated from Strayer University

IBM during senior year. Actively involved with VSA & Sedttle o 1987 - Present: Work for Computer Sciences Corporation
& Rochester communities. Voted as vice-presdent and presi- 1998 Join Da Hieu Youth Alliance

dent of VSA during sophomore and junior years, respectively. o _

. 19891993 Served in the United States Navy, last rank: 1200 J0in Vienamese American Y outh Movement
Lieutenant. Served in the Persan Gulf to enforce the No-Fly * Hobbles: Travel, Sports, Movies, Loboying
Zones over Iraq (right after the Gulf War).

¢ 1993-2000: Attended MBA & graduate schoolsa UC Irvine
& San Diego State University, respectively (not quite graduated
yeb).

* 1994-2000: Worked for theNavy asacivilian eectrica engi-
neer/project manager.

® 2000-present: Work for the US Department of State asproject
executive/condruction manager.

* Hobbies: sports, music, travel, reading.

* Professiond licenses: Regigtered Professond Electrica Engi-
neer in Cdifornia& Virginia

Da tiéc thuong nién cta hdi truyén thong vin héa viét nam ving
Hoa Thinh Pén

Nhui thong ¢ thuong nién, Hoi Truyén Thong Vin Hoa Viét Nam sé t6 chiic da tiéc Ngay Gia Dinh vao ngay Thii Bay 28
thang 12, 2002 tai Alexandria, Virginia. Pay la dip dé cdc gia dinh ngiioi Viét trong viing c6 cd héi cung dn miing Gidng
Sinh va Nam Mdi diiong lich ma chu dich la gitip cho con chdu cé cd hdi tim hiéu, gan gui truyén théng dan téc va cung
tham gia trong cdc sinh hoat cua nguoi Viét géc My trong ving. Néam nay, chuong trinh vin nghé sé rat phong phii voi
su tham gia ciia APACAF, Hoi Vin Héa va Nghé Thudt ciia ngudi My géc A chdu Thdi Binh Dudng, va phdn trinh dién
cuia tiéng hdt Ninh Cat Loan Chdu. Vi chii dé ‘Mot Poi Ao Me Ao Em’, APACAF sé trinh dién nhiing y phuc c6 truyén
dan téc qua nhung man nhac kich nhu Son Tinh Thuy Tinh, Hon Vong Phu, Huyén Tran Céng Chia.

Uy Ban Bao Vé Su Toan Ven Lanh Thé ving Hoa Thinh Pén

Vao ngay Chu Nhat 12/1/02, Uy Ban Bao Vé Su Toan Ven Lanh Thé do éng Nguyén Cao Quyén lam Chu Tich da cé
mot buoz hop tai Mason District. Tai bubi hop, voi sy tham dy ctia khoang 30 than hao nhan si trong ving, Ban Chdp
Hanh Uy Ban da trinh bay muc dich thanh ldp cung chuong trinh hanh dong. Bdc St Déng Vii Chan da trinh bay nhung
bang chiing vé nhung thiét hai ma cac ban hiép wdc veé lanh thé va lanh hai gitia Cong San Viét Nam va Trung Quéc da
dem lai cho dat mide. Sau phan trinh bqy, Uy Ban dé ghi nhén mot s6 dé nghi ciia tham dy vién lién quan dén viéc pho
bién tin tic ciing nhu hanh déng cu thé can thiét hdu vé hiéu héa hai ban hiép vidc trén. Pugc biét, mot phdi doan dai
dién sé dén Quan Cam, California dé tham dy Pai Hoi Dién Hong hdi ngogi t6 chiic vao hai ngay 28 va 29 thang 12 sdp
dén.




Nhdn Quyén continued from page 3

nghiém dau thuong véi CS, cho nén
mang nhi€u cdm xic trén dudng diu
tranh, d& ndi néng? C6 phai ngudi tré
chua d khéo 1éo khi trinh bay quan diém
lam cha anh byc bdi? C6 phai, ching ta
kéu goi da nguyén, dan chi cho Viét
Nam, nhung di khong thyc hanh da
nguyén din cha véi ching ta? Gia du
nhu ngudi tré ngdy thd, than cong, thi d6
12 16i cta ai, “con dai, cai mang”? Pé
¢ duge mot khoi ngudi Viét chdng cong
c6 hiéu qua hon, @€ tudi tré tich cic tham
gia ma khong xa rdi ching ta, ching ta
canbinh tinh va ton trong 1An nhau, ling
nghe ti€ng noi clia tudi tré nhiéu hon nita.

Kinh nghiém thi nhi, cvu Téng Thong
Reagan c6 n6i “Khong c6 mot gidi han
nao cho su tién than clia ban, néd ban
khdng ban tim dén viéc ai dudc diém ”
(There is no limit how far a man can go,
if he does not care who gets the credit).
Ong c6 ¥, néu chiing ta khong lo nghi
dén viéc “ké cong”, thi sé dat dudc nhicu
thanh cong hon. Ngudi Viét chiing ta thi
thdng thudng lai “c it, xit ra nhiéu”, hay
quan trong héa vai trd cia minh, thich
dugc xung tung. TLNQ khdng thé xay
ra t0t dep, néu khdng c6 nhitng “chién si
vO danh” Am thim hy sinh, bd cdng in
viéc 1am nhiéu ngay dé€ dua dén 300
ngudi khiac phuong xa, lo chuyén chd
thiic in thic udng dén chd bied tinh.
Nhiéu ngudi tai Boston dd m& rong clra
1am noi tam tri cho dong bao, déng gép
tién bac va xin dudc afi danh.

Ngugc lai, cling c6 mot vai vi, mot hai
doan thé 6n 20 vd nguc xung tén, hoic
trach méc 1a “cong trang” cia minh da
khdong dudc xung tung, ton sung ding
cach d€ rdi gian hon, dé€ rdi van dong, ri
tai, xti duc. C6 ngudi lai ludn lo nghi t&
chiic nao, cd nhan nao s€ c6 thém uy
tin, n€u khong phai 13 t6i, nét khong
phai 12 t6 chiic cua tdi, thi tdi khong tham
gia, hodc t€ hon nua sé& pha.

Nhitng hanh dong nay lam “giam long
chi€n 7, lam suy y&u hiéu ning cla tap
thé ngudsi Viét chiing ta.

Su phoi hgp 1am viéc chung giita nhi€u
c4 nhan, doan thé trnhiéu noi chon khéc
nhau di nhién la phtc tap va bao gio cling
can thiét, va ldc ndo cling can cai thién,
va 1udn ludn c6 thé 1am kha hon. Trong
nd luc van dong cho dao luat HR2833,
c6 nhiéu ngudi, nhiéu doan thé & cic dia
phuong khiac nhu California, Washing-
ton DC... da lién tuc 1am viéc, thé nhung
Uy Ban Nhan Quyén Cho Viét Nam, ban
t6 chic ctia TLNQ, di khong lién két
chat ché, nhip nhang dugc v6i ho dé cling
ti€p xtic diy manh cong cudc tranh diu
chung.

Ong TNS John Kerry dang van dong dé
dudc dai dién ddng Dan Chd ra ting téng
théng Hoa Ky. Ong ta da coi tap thé
ngudi Viet nhu cit bui, da cha dap cong
ddng chiing ta nhur séi d4 trén con dudng
chinh tri cia dng ta. P& dap lai, chiing
ta phai trd thanh nhitng hat bui, hat cat
TRONG con mit cia Ong ta, thanh
nhitng vién s6i TRONG giay ctia Ong
ta. TUr gidy phit nay, moi cd nhan, moi
doan thé nén chuin bi “dan chao” dng
ta tai nhitng noi Ong ta d&n xin phiéu, xin
tién tranh ct. KHONG CAN NHIEU
NGUUOI. Nhung néu, ltic nio ciing c6
su hién dién clia ngudi Viét, v6i nhitng
bang hiéu, biéu ngit nhu “John Kerry,
Hanoi’s John?” va “Kerry, Stop Strangle
Human Rights in Vietnam” thi Ong ta s&
phai thay ddi thai do.

PAu nam 2003, trén dudng tranh ctt, 6ng
ta s& d&€n New Hamshire, lowa va South
Carolina, nhiéu 1an vi day Ia nhitng dia
diém bau tdng thong s bd dau tién. Bao
chi Hoa Ky chic chic sé tuong thuatnd
Iy clia chiing ta néu chiing ta Ién tiéng,
c6 miat 3 d6. Nhitng thanh vién clia cOng
dong c6 kha ning viét tiéng Anh, nén
viét bai véi tiéu dé “Tai Sao Chiing Toi
S& Khong B6 Phi€u cho Kerry” giri cho
béo chi Hoa K¥ khip ndi. Ban t§ chifc
TLNQ dang lam biéc v6i mot dai TV
Boston thuic hién mot cudn phim tai liéu
Anh ngit vé tinh trang nhan quyén tdi té
tai Vit Nam va nhitng hanh dong ti€p
tay CS cta Kerry. Cudn phim nay sé&
dudc trinh chi€u nhiéu noi.

Buom budm 1a bi€u tugng clia sw chuyén
hoéa tlr ci xau xi clia con tim sang vé
dep cao sa cia canh buém. Khoa hoc
cling chitng minh riing, viéc vd cinh clia
bugm, mdt sinh vat nhd bé, y&u dudi c6
thé 1am thay ddi thdi tict, gép phan tao
ra nhifng trin gi6 16n, cudng phong va
b4o t8. Nhitng n lyc tranh ddu cho nhan
quyén, dan chii tai Viét Nam cling gidng
nhu buom buém dang vd canh, s& tao
thanh mot trin gi6 16n ty do thdi tan di
béng may doc tai den 61 CS dang phti
trum qué huong. Ca dao Viét Nam cling
co cau:

Nuc cudi chau chiu da xe,
Tudng riing chiu ngd, ai dé xe xiéu.

Con chiu chiu cong dong Viet Nam nhd
bé, n€u kién tri dau tranh trong tinh than
hai hoa, lién két thi chi€c xe ddc tai clia
CS ti€p tay bdi John Kerry s& bi lat d§
trong mOt ngay khong xa.

Calendar of Events

Dec 28-29, 2002 - Land/SeaBorder Treaty
Conference-Wes Coest AnchemHatd, CA

Feb1,2003- VienaneeAmerican Comr-
munications Network - TET Banquet -
Fortune Resaurant, Fdls Church, VA

May 15, 2003 - NCVA’sAnnud Board
Meeting - . Paul, MN

May 16-17, 2003 - Health Forum - St.
Paul, MN

May 23-26, 2003 - Vietnamese Culture
& Science Association 6th Annual Len
Duong Camp - Memphis, TN -
www.vhkhvn.org

June 25-28, 2003 - Vietnamese Ameri-
can Youth Leadership Conference -
Washington, D.C. - www.vaylc.org

July 11-13, 2003 - Len Duong 3rd Con-
vention - San Diego, CA -
www.lenduong.net/cali2003



Vietnamese Americans beginning to flex political muscle

By Frank Mustac
from Fairfax Times (Dec 5, 2002)

he population of the Vietnamese

American community num-

bersabout 1.2 million nationwide
and about 43,000 in the Washington,
D.C., metropolitan area.

Although its numbers may be small com-
pared to larger ethnic groupsin the coun-
try, the concerns and issues of Vietnam-
e Americansarebeing heardinthehals
of Congress and in the council chambers
of loca governments thanks in large part
to aconcerted effort to organize politicaly.

One of the young leaders and organizers
in the community is Fairfax resdent Hung

Nguyen.

Nguyen, atechnica writer for aU.S. gov-
ernment agency, was recently elected
president of the National Congress of
Vienamess Americans,

Vietnamese Americanswho liveand work
in the region drive their cars in the same
traffic congestion as other Northern Vir-
ginians

They are concerned about the economy,
obtaining aqudity education for their chil-
dren and many of the other issues debated
before last November’'s eection.

However, according to Nguyen, the pri-
mary focus of Vietnamese Americans,
many of whom came to the United States
asrefugess, liesthousands of miles away,
back in Vietnam.

“A lot of us want to go back to [live in|
Vietnam,” said Nguyen, who grew up in
Los Angeles. “We don't have the choice
of going back.”

Vietnam, likeitsAsan neighbor Chinatothe
north, isgoverned by acommunigt regime—
aregimethat does not welcome every refu-

gee back to its shores, even asvistors

Those who have gone back have done so
essentidly astourids.

“When we go over there [to vigt], we're
restricted,” Nguyen said. “They don't d-
low freedom of association.”

“WEe re concerned about the human rights
issue over there” Nguyen sad. “We Hill
have cousinsand auntsand unclesback in
Vietnam, so that' swhy we care.”

“For our community, our [homdand] isill
on fire,” he added.

Nguyen, along with other Vietnamese-
American leaders, isupset that U.S. sena
tors John Kerry (D-Mass.) and John
McCain (R-Ariz.) used parliamentary ma:
neuvers during the previous Congress to
prevent the full Senate from voting on the
Vietnam Human RightsAct. Both menare
veterans of the Vietnam War.

Thehill, which passed intheHouse of Rep-
resentativesin September 2001 by avote
of 410 to 1, would restrict
nonhumeanitarian aid such aseconomicand
agricultural development unless President
Bush and the U.S. Department of State
certify that Vietnam ismaking progresson
humean rights.

Nguyen said many in the Viethamese-
American community are hopeful and
happy that Republicans now have a ma-
jority in the Senate.

“Maybethe Republicanswill stand up and
support the human rights act,” Nguyen
sad.

To build upon the palitical musclethey d-
ready possess, Nguyen and others orga-
nized an event they cdled a “Rock and
Vote Concert” at the Fairfax County Gov-
ernment Center last September.

Vietnamese entertainers performed while
about 175 mostly younger people regis-
tered to vote.

“Thet' sthekind of activity wewant to con-
tinue to do,” Nguyen said. “Now we're
trying to become more politicaly empow-
ered.”

“If we'red| registered, we'll get noticed,”
Nguyen sad. “If we support political cam-
paigns, we |l get noticed.”

Nguyen sad his organization islooking at
training people to run for [public] office.
Toward that end, organizers have sched-
uled a nonpartisan youth leadership con-
ference for Vietnamese Americans at
George Mason University in Fairfax, June
25-28, 2003.

“WE reencouraging peopleto soesk out,”
said Nguyen, who aso had praisefor one
nationa organization and aloca congress-
man.

The NAACP, Nguyen said, supports the
Vietnamese Human Rights Act.

“The Vietnamese community was S0 ec-
datic about that,” he said.

“U.S. Rep. Tom Davis (R-11th) here sup-
ports the Vietnamese-American commu-
nity,” Nguyen sad.

The ethnic group accounts for about 2.4
percent of the populationin Davis didrict.

“WEell stand up and support people [like
Davig| because they'll bite the bullet for
us” Nguyensad. “At thesametime, [they]
have to reach out to us”

“We rewilling to endorse any candidete of

any color or any ethnicity aslong as [they]
aticulae our issues” Nguyen sad. “Were
definitdly not going to vote for [them jud]

Continued page 7 - Political Muscle



Continued from page 6 - Palitical Muscle
because [they] look like one of us”

In the November dection, Viethamese
Americans consdered some issues vitd
and some not, Nguyen said.

About the sales tax referendum to fund
trangportation projects, which went down
in defeat, Nguyen said, “Overdl, the
people didn’'t know about it.”

In the specia dection for state Senate in
the 39th Didtrict, Nguyen said he did not
hear of any outreach from ether candi-
date toward the Vietnamese-American
community.

VirginiaSen. James“Jay” O Brien (R) de-
feated Rosemary Lynch (D) in that con-
test.

“They didn’'t give us any reason to vote
for them except for party affiliation,”
Nguyen said.

About the higher education bond referen-
dum, Nguyen said, “We supported it.”

When asked if Viethamese Americansfed
discriminated againgt, Nguyen said, as a
whole, they do not.

“We don't fed the glass ceiling because
we start our own businesses,” he said.
“We help ourselves”

Hedid admit thet in Cdifornia, anti-immi-
grant comments were directed hisway.

“When| wasgrowing up, | wastold, ‘Hey,
go back where you came from,”” said
Nguyen objecting to racid insullt.

“We're as American as anyone else,”
Nguyen sad. “My children will look dif-
ferent from your children ... but they’ll il
be just as American as any other Ameri-
can child”

“We redize we re becoming part of ev-
erybody else”

Vietnamese Americans in the News

* On October 10, 2002, Mary Truong, Vice President of Fleet Bank,
received the International Channel Networks' Vision in America Award
for her efforts in sharing the Vietnamese American experience.

* NCVA was a sponsor of the DC APA Film Festival from October 10 -
19, 2002. The Film Festival featured two films focusing on the Vietnamese
experience, “Daughters from Da Nang” and “Green Dragon”. Timothy
Bui, director of “Green Dragon”, held aQ & A session with the audience
after the movie presentation. For more information, visit www.apafilm.org.

* NCVA was one of 22 community sponsors of a Candidate’s Forum for
Maryland’s 8th Congressional District on October 10 - 19, 2002. Con-
gresswoman Connie Morellaand her challenger Chris Van Hollen attracted
about 300 constituents.

* ToHuu, Vietnam’s Revolutionary Poet dies and Nguyen Ngoc Bich com-
ments in the New Y ork Times (www.nytimes.com/2002/12/11/obituaries/
11HUU.htm!).

 Political Circus.com awarded their The Most Influential Asian Pa-
cific Americans Under 30 Award to the following individuals:

Peter Van Do - Student, University of Maryland - College Park, New Y ork,
NY (http://www.poaliticalcircus.com/archive/article_1028.shtml)

Tuyet M. Le - Executive Director, Asian American Institute, Milwaukee,
WI(http://www:.political circus.com/archive/article_1017.shtml)

Thuy Thi Nguyen - Field Representative, Office of Assemblywoman Wilma
Chan, Oakland, CA (http://www.politicalcircus.com/archive/
article_1023.shtml)

John Quoc Duong - Executive Director, White House Initiative on Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders, Fairfax, VA (http://
www.politicalcircus.com/archive/article 997.shtml)

The following were Honorable Mentions:
* Huy Vu Bui, Silver Spring, Maryland

* Tam Dan, Orange County, California

* Jee Kim, New York, New Y ork

* Hongly La, Gaithersburg, Maryland

* Bao Q. Nguyen, Orlando, Florida

* The-Vu Nguyen, San Jose, California
* Minh-Huyen Van, Maryland

* Xuan T. Vu, Santa Ana, California



Emerging Ethnic Vote Brings New Dynamic to Neighborhood Poll<

By ChrisLovett
fromthe Dorchester Reporter (Dec 12, 2002)

Ten years ago, when a former City Councillor upstaged the
Dorchester Day Parade by saying the Fields Corner community
looked like Saigon, his comments were taken as an inaullt.

Three days before this year’ s November dection, one part of the
Heds Corner neighborhood looked even more Vietnamese. Iniits
design, the new community center opening on Charles Streat hark-
ened back to the country left behind. But the turnout of politicians
was characterigtic of a Dorchester ribbon cutting. And the hand-
written sgns on the fence outsde were tdling the community, in
English and Vienamess, to get out the vote

And votethey did.

and turnout driversby groupssuchas ACORN, Dunk theVoteand
Haitian congregations active in the Greeter Bodon Interfaith Orga:
nizetion (GBIO).

In Ward 14, which runsadong Blue Hill Avenuefrom Grove Hdl to
Wilington Hill and indudes the Four Cormers neighborhood, the
voter turnout increased over thefigurefor 1998 by 36.7%. InWard
13 (Uphams Corner/Columbia-Savin Hill), theincreesewasdightly
abovethedtywideaverage, butin Ward 17 (Codman Square/L ower
Mills), the increase was 30.8%.

Thevatecampaignsdarted beckin Augus withregidraionand, insome
casss evenedlia. GroupssuchasACORN, GBIOand Dunk theVate
a0 got progpective voters to Sgn pledge cards promising they would
tumout. They fdlowed upwithflyers phonecalsand door knodking by

community vunteg's They dddand-outsat MBTA

In the neighborhood surrounding the community -
center, Ward 15, Precinct 8, the number of di- |
giblevoters had increased Sncethe last guberna:
torial dection year, 1998, by 59.4% On dection |\,
day, theturnout was up by 88.9%. For thewhole |, »
ward, the number of people voting November 5 | . &
had increased by 47.6% - compared with al§ %

citywide increase of 23.4%. '

Concentrated modily in Dorchester's Wards 15
and 16, the Vietnamese American community has [
an estimated 2,000-3,000 voters.

“Genegdly, Vietnamesein patticular and Adansin
generd - they do regider to be voters” sad the
community center’ sdirector, Higp Chu. “But thet's
only haf-way.”

e

Viet-AlD.

Nguyen—au Trinh, his wife
and daughter, Mary Tuy-
Ngoc Truong in Front of

daionsand busy intersactions ACORN even pro-
vided ridesto the pallsand planted 300 norHpartisan
ge-out-thevote Igns

Asayouthworker a FHrgt Haitian Baptist Church
in Grove Hal, Dgphne Germain Sarts her turnout
drive a the earlies possble time when church
membersturn 18, she presents them with avoter
regigration form. In the weeks leading up to the
November dection, she helped the GBIO cam-
paign by caling from phonebanks firing off emails
and spesking at ardly the Friday beforethedec-
tion a Dorchester’s Greater Love Tabernacle
Church. She saystheresults on dection day dis-
proved assumptions about voter indifference

among people of color.

am

“It's not that people were indifferent,” said
Germain. “ They did not fed empowered thet ther

The res of the way the non-partisan campaign
work was done by VigAID, the Vietnamese-American Civic As-
sociation and the Vietnamese Women' s League. With support from
groups such as the Baston Foundation, Y outh Vote and the Hyams
Foundation, they turned out the vote, using teephone cdls, post
cadsand flyers.

“Every piece of information we sent out was in Vienamee” sad
Chu. Asareault, hesaid, thisdectionwas* thefird timethecommu-
nity realy hed accessto informetion about the candidates, the (bd-
lot) questions and whereto vote”

What hgppened in the Vienamese community dso happened in
other parts of Dorchester, Mattgpan, Roxbury and Jamaica Pan.
In Dorchester itsdlf, the Boston Foundation supported registration

vote mattered.”

AsACORN's heed organizer Lisa Clauson explained the resulting
numbers, “1 think it was someone taking to them persondly and
teking an interegt in their getting out to vote”

Dunk the Vote director Ron Bdl says some voters may have dso
been mativated by the “non-recount” in the presdentia vote two
yearsago in Horida

“I think vating' s becoming contagious,” he said.

Thenight of therdly a Gregter Love Tabamade Church, vatershed to

Continued page 9 - Emerging Ethnic Vote



Emerging Ethnic Vote continued from page 8

stlefor afleding gimpse of Republican candidate for govamnar, Mitt
Romney, whilehisDemoaaicriva, Shannon O Brien, st her runing
mete, Chris Galxidi. But, by then, the candidates for govemor hed d-
reedy sant written repliesto the groups about their postionson housing,
hilinguel education, aimind jusiceanddediord reform. Vaterswhomisssd
the evant Fiday night could have gatten informétion about the ansivers
when they went to church on Sunday.

A senior advisor to ACORN from Dorchester’s Ward 14, Angie
Wilkerson dso tdked up vating when she went to church & New
Hope Bapti in the South End. She remembers earlier dections,
when peopletried to vote at the wrong location and were discour-
aged by pall workerswho “werenct too friendly.” Wilkerson counts
those voters as amissad opportunity.

“There sdwaysanumber of opportunitiesfor peopleto dowha's
right,” shesays, “but people don't dways do what' sright.”

Judging by satewide reaults, the newly mohbilized voters were out-
flanked by turnout in the suburbs. Overdl, Dorchester voters sup-
ported the gubernatorid ticket of O'Brien and Gabridi and op-
posed the bdlat initigtive to abolish the current form of bilingud
education. Voters acrass Massachusetts went the other way, and
even came doseto vating for abalition of the Sate income tax.

“It ssems as if people have taken the urban vote for granted and
people tried to get some leverage for their vote” sad Wilkerson.
“But it ssemed to no avall. It didn’t work.”

Organizers in Dorchester say voters showed the mogt interest in
balot questions on the Sate income tax and bilingud education. In
some parts of Dorchester they noted support for Eddie Jenkins,
one of three candidates on the bdlat for Suffolk County Didrict
Attorney. But organizers reported disenchantment with the front-
runnersfor governor in both mgor parties

“Therewerealat of people, incduding mysef, going to the poolson
dection day and not feding too sure” sad Bdll.

“We didn’t have a candidate we were gung-ho about,” said
Wilkerson. “ It wasthe principle of coming out to voteand making a
difference for your neighborhood and qudity of life”

Bdl says Dunk the VVate and GBIO dso gat Mitt Romney to com-
mit to afollow-up mesting within 90 days

In Dorchester’s Vietnamese community, there was dso something
to show for years or organizing. The opening of the community
center a the former Ste of aniillegd car repair shop was only the
neighborhood s most recent improvement. Pockets of blight in the
dreets around Felds Corner Station had been filled in with new

housing and a community garden. And, as Chu, notes, owners of
neighboring houses added improvements of thar own.

When opening ceremonieswere held for the community center, Chu
could acknowledge the presence of Mayor Thomas Menino, State
Senator Jack Hart and City Coundil President MikeHaherty - dong
with letters from Didrict 3 Councilor Maureen Feeney and State
Rep. Matin Wah.

“If weareabletomohilizetwo or threethousand votersin Dorcheser,
wewill be ableto have moreimpact on any candidates, particularly
for City Coundl or Sate representetive,” said Chu.

“Thet dso means, “ he sad, “thet politicians want to work dosdy
with us and we want to work dosay with them.”

Gamain dso thinks beyond one dection yeer.

“In order for usto get natiosd,” hesAd, “we haveto be conggat.”

(Chris Lovett is a veteran Boston reporter who is originally from
Dorchester. Lovett is the news director and anchor of the Neighbor-

hood Network News, tel evised weeknights on BNN-9 in Boston)

Unfinished Business

any people believe that the “Boat People”’ scenarios
M of the 1980s and 1990s isin the past. The fact: pres

ently, there are 1,400 boat people living Sateless in
the Philippines, many of them for more than ten years. Sadly,
the world is turning blind eyesto these stranded refugees. Even
the overseas Vietnamese community has donelittle to help their
compatriots - with rare exceptions.

One of thoserare exceptionsisHoi Trinh, ayoung, compassion-
ate lawyer from Austrdia. In 1996, Hoi started working on the
refugees cause in Hong Kong. What initidly started as a six
month volunteer assgnment turned out to be an indefinite en-
deavor that continues to the present day. His efforts has taken
him from Hong Kong to the Philippines. In the last five years,
Hoi virtually single-handedly helped rel ocate 600 refugees (out
of an origina 2,000), with amgority resettling in Austraia. De-
spite the success, Hoi’s mission will not finish until al the refu-
gees resettle in a country that they can call their new home. He
has traveled extensively around the globe to lobby governments
to aid this humanitarian cause to resettle the refugees. In De-
cember 2002, Hoi visited the United States and met members of
Congress and official s from the Executive branch. Hoi received
the usua response - plenty of lip service and no concrete help.

Isthisalost cause? No. Can we help? Yes. For more informa-
tion, contact NCVA at info@ncvaonline.org or Tuan Q. Hoang
at dongnamhai @yahoo.com and/or 571-277-1630.




@ Membership

The strength of NCVA has always been
the involvement and commitment of its
members. As a member, you will receive
announcements concerning national Viet-
namese A merican events, newsof relevant
issuesaswell asdiscountsto NCV A-spon-
sored events. You will be supporting our
programs.

Annua individua membership dues are
$25/year. For more information, visit our
website  www.ncvaonline.org or call
(877) 592-4140.

Anyone can join NCVA! To become a
member, sign up online or complete this
form and mail it to:

NCVA
c/o Membership Application
6433 Northanna Drive
Soringfield, VA 22150
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2003 NCVA Membership Sign-Up Form

Name:
Home Address:
City: State: Zip:
Home Te #: Work Td #:
E-mail Address:
Occupation/Title:
Work Address:
City: State: Zip:

0] Individua ($25) [ Organization A ($100)
Oyes [ No

Type of Membership:
Publish information in NCVA directory?
| heard about NCVA from:

Volunteer Sign-Up Form
0 Yes, I'd like to get more information and volunteer on NCVA projects.
Please mark your areas of interest and we'll be happy to get in touch with you.

Student Programs and Services

[J Y outh Leadership Conference

[ Summer scholarships application and
selection process

[ Student outreach/Internships

Member ship Programs and Services
] Organize monthly events

L] Networking, prof. dev., mentorship
] Work with other organizations

Communications Resources
[] Web development and maintenance [] Fundraising
(] Public relations and outreach L Grants

] Newsletters Annua Awards Dinner




