NGHI-HOI TO-CHUC PAI-HOI KY-NIEM 20 NAM
G ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA
Tam Viét

Tin tir Nghi-hoi Toan-qudc Ngudi Viét tai Hoa-ky (tdt 12 Nghi-hoi) cho hay, Pai-hoi
ky-niém 20 nim thanh-1ap t6-chifc nay, sé& dién ra trong 5 ngay, tir 13 cho d€n 17 thang 9 nim
2006 tai Hilton Hotel, Arlington, Virginia. Nhan dip nay, Nghi-hdi mong dudc sy tham-gia
rong rai clia cong-ddng trong viing d€ gip lai nhitng bo mit hay tén tudi da hoat-ddng nhiéu
nim & trong Nghi-hdi cling nhu & trong cong-ddng hay/va chinh-trudng M.

Nhitng ngudi cii nay ¢ dau?

Trong mot budi hop gan diy cia Nghi-hoi, 6ng Buii Diém chia x&: “That vui qué, bdng
dung nhan dugc mot cdi e-mail ctia chi Kim Chi Bottcher (mdt nha gido ky cuu ¢ Guam, da cé
mit & trong Nghi-hdi tif nhitng ngay dau, 1986-87). Chi 4y hdi thim moi ngudi va cho biét s&
cling chong chi 4y c6 ging vé hop Pai-hdi nim nay vi 1a ky-niém 20 nim Nghi-hoi.”

DPén lugt G.S. Pao Thi Hdi ciing gép 15i: “That khong c6 gi vui hon 13 gip lai Nguyén
Tho Pan § Pai-hoi Trung Vuong hom r6i & Cali. Hom trudc, thay Gidc Ludng néi anh Ay dau
1dm, thap tif nhat sinh, th€ ma sang Quan Cam, gip anh chi 4y & tiém Ha Noi, anh ta cudi tudi
nhu hoa, dm cham 14y anh Bich va trong khde manh 1dm. Thi ra anh ta vita qua mdt cudc md
tim, thay bdn mach. Nhung biy gi 3 hoan-toan phuc-hdi va tinh thé nao ciing vé hoi-ngd.”

Rbi méi ddy, ngudi ta cling thdy hai anh Nguyén Khanh va Ngo Vuong Toai cia Dai
ACTD dung com & Little Saigon Restaurant véi v¢ chdng anh Mai TAt Pdc. Anh Pic, 20 nim
trude 1a Chu-tich Ban Quan-tri Hoi Ngudi Viét Illinois va ciing 1a mot trong nhitng ngudi hing
h4i tham-gia Nghi-hoi ngay tir dau, sau mot thdi-gian di lam viéc & ngoai-qudc v may ndi
khdc, nay dinh cu & Cali, ciing vé choi va héi thim d€ du-tinh v& hop hoi-ngd & Nghi-hoi 1an
nay.

Trong mot e-mail, anh Nguyé&n Ha, cyu-gidm-ddc di€u-hanh Trung-tim Dich-vu clia
Hoi Ngudi Viét Illinois, ciing viét: “Anh gdi cho em gidy tJ va chi-ti€t v& Pai-hoi d€ em vé.”

Né&u anh Tan Thuc Ptc & Olympia, WA, sd 1a c6 thé sé& ban chuyén khdc khong vé
dudgc thi nhitng anh nhu anh Hoang Ngoc Hitu, mot thanh-vién ky cuu cia Hoi Thu-vién Viét
Nam, hién & San Jose, cling dang ho hao kéu goi moi ngudi vé. C6 mit tif nhitng ngay dau
ctia Nghi-hoi, anh Hitu ¢6 mdt thdi-gian ving bong song méi dy trd lai sinh-hoat va rat hiing
say (nhu tai Pai-hodi 19 ctia Nghi-hoi nim ngodi hop & San Jose), tin tudng ring Nghi-hoi 1a
mot moi-trudng hoat-ddng rit tot cho tudi tré Viét Nam & My.

“Ky nay hdi-ngd 20 nim, ching ta s& ving bong mot s& ngudi,” 6ng Nguyén Ngoc
Bich ngdm nglii. “Anh Lam Vin Trung & Tennessee, ching han, sau khi hoat-dong may nim
& Nghi-hdi da vé tip trung vao chuyén td-chiic cdc trai he V& Ngudn ri't thanh cong cho cdc
thanh-nién thanh-nit § trén toan nuéc My.” Péng ti€c l1a anh da ra di khi hdy con tuong-doi
tré.



Trong khi d6, Nghi-hdi c6 1& 12 mot trong nhitng t5-chitc hi€m c6 ma giit dudc ngudi.
DU mdt s6 cdc cu di ra di (nhw may cu Huynh Vin Hén, Nguyé&n Duy Ninh, Nguyén Pinh
Thu, Pham Quén, Ping Vin D&, hay cu ba Ptc Thu...), nhiéu cu nim nay & tudi 80 hon vin
trung-thanh véi Nghi-hoi. Hai cu Linh Quang Vién va Bui Diém, ciing nhu hai cu Gidp Ngoc
Phiic va Nguyé&n Pinh Ky ... vin di hop déu diin, c6 khi hang thing nhu vay 13 da dugc tdi 20
nim, that 12 mot ky-luc. Cu Huynh Thanh Hung ciing th€, cu chi ngung di hop sau khi bi dot
quy va di lai chdm chap.

Trung-thanh v6i Nghi-hdi ma & trong 16p trung-nién thi v s6. Gan nhu diu diu & trén
khip cdc ti€u-bang déu c6: dng Nguyén Mau Trinh & Maryland (6ng hoat-ddng manh trong
Hoi Dudc-si, ¢6 hdi 1a chii-tich ban quan-tri Nghi-hdi, va hién vin con l1a Téng-quan-tri),
Dugc-si Vii Vin Tung § Nam Cali (ngudi chii-nhiém tap-chi Y T€), dng Lé Phu6c Luin &
Texas, ba Truong Van Lan & Boston (c6 liic don vé Houston, TX), dng Poan Pitc Phuong
ciing & Boston, ba Nguyé&n Tuyé&t Lé & Richmond, VA (6ng Ha Quang Gidc, chong ba, nay da
mat, cling 12 mot thanh-vién ky cuu cia Nghi-hoi), ba Pong-Thanh Ingalls & Florida, 6ng Lé
Thanh Qué (Nghi-hoi Quang Trung) & Cali v.v. “Hom rdi, qua Cali, gip lai anh Nguyén Miu
Quy va Vii Cong Ly, riéng anh Quy ciing n6i 12 mudn vé du Pai-hdi,” 6ng Bich cho biét. C6
nhitng ngudi vi cdng viéc da doan khong du dugc Nghi-hdi nhitng nim sau ndy nhung van giit
nhitng cAm-tinh thit ndng 4m véi td-chite: d6 1a trudng-hdp B.S. Lé Phuong Thiiy & San Jose,
khi xua tham-gia trong Nghi-hdi vdi cd chong (cii) 1a anh Quang Ding Trudng.

Ky-cong ctia Nghi-hdi: Pi trao dugc dudc cho tudi tré

Mot trong nhitng thanh-cong ndi bat ctia Nghi-hdi 1a van-dé “trao dudc” cho tudi tré
da dugc dit ra tif ngdy diu, tir ngay bai néi chuyén dau tién clia 6ng Blii Diém vao thiang 8
nam 1986 ¢ George Mason University (khu6én vién chinh trong Fairfax, VA). Du-luidn da c6
ldc td ra ngd vuc kha-ning 1am chuyén nay ctia Nghi-hoi vi cho ring Nghi-hoi 12 mot t6-chifc
clia c4dc dng gia, mudn “in trén ngdi troc.”

Ho diu ngd 13 nhd 1am viéc duge hai-hda gifta cdc thanh-phan tudi tdc khdc nhau,
ngay tir giita thap nién 90 Nghi-hoi da baiu 6ng Pham Dinh Dé (6 New Hampshire), liic bay
gid mdi 42 tudi, 1am chii-tich Hoi-ddng Piéu hdp Trung-uong, con nhu gid diy, tir nim 2002,
Nghi-hdi d3 hdu nhu hoan-ti't dugc viéc trao bé dudc sang cho tudi tré, nhitng anh chi nhu
Nguyén Qudc Hung (Chii-tich Ban Chap hanh), Lit Anh Thu (T6ng-thu-ky), Nguyén Pat
(ngudi mdi cich diy may thang t&-chic rat thainh cong Ngay Pai-hoc tai George Washington
University, 1am chung v6i Hoi SVVN tai ddy), Jasmine Nguyén v.v.

S& di vay 1a vi ngay tir diu, nhitng thanh-phan tré di d6ng mot vai kha ndi & trong
Nghi-hoi. C6 Lé Ngoan, mdt thanh-vién cot tru ctia Nghi-hdi trong nhitng nim dau, ngudi
dugc ct di theo 6ng Clinton khi 6ng sang tham Viét Nam (thang 11-2000) va ngudi méi cach
day khong l1au dugc Tong-thdng Bush khen ting, ching han, nhan-dinh: “Mot t6-chitc nhu
Nghi-hoi 1am dugc viéc vi ddy hau hét 1a nhitng ngudi quen nhau tir trudc, tir trong nudc
(truSc nim 1975), ho bi€t 16 ai lam dudc gi, c6 nhitng khd-ning nhu thé nao nén dé 1am viéc
nhip nhang véi nhau.” Nhung néi th€ 12 hdi coi nhe sy déng g6ép rat quan-trong ciia nhitng



thanh-phan tré trong Nghi-hoi ngay tir dau, nhitng ngudi nhu chinh ¢6 Lé Ngoan, anh Nguyén
Ha, cdc anh Pham Thu Ping (gio & San Jose), Pham Van Nam (Boston), hay ca nhitng ngudi
tré hon nita (nhu anh Dinh Quang Trung, ching han, ngudi diu tién lam Website cho Nghi-
hoi, hoic anh Buii Vii Ptic, ngudi khdi ddu chuong-trinh huan luyén tudi tré d€ ra linh nhitng
trong-trach trong cong-dong, titc chuong-trinh VAYLC, Vietnamese American Youth
Leadership Conference, gid day di thanh mt sinh-hoat hang nim va ndi ti€ng ctia Nghi-hoi).

Sy thanh cong ctia Nghi-hdi, do dé, phan 16n 12 két-qua cda sy hy sinh va dong-thuin
giita cdc thanh-vién v6i nhau, bat k€ gia hay tré, nam hay nit, ngudi c6 dia-vi hay khong. Gis
day, ta thd'y da c6 hién-tugng cha huéng-din con di vao sinh-hoat véi Nghi-hoi, di€n-hinh 13
ong Huynh Si Nghi & Minnesota, mot trong nhitng ngudi hoat-dong manh nhit & trong t8-chic
20 nim qua, ngudi da 14p ra chi nhianh ctia Nghi-hdi § Minnesota va 16i dudc nhiéu thanh-
phin tré tham-gia trong d6, chinh 6ng tif may nim nay duwa anh Dan Huynh, con 6ng, vao
sinh-hoat trong Nghi-hdi ngay khi em m&i chirng 17 tudi. Mot trudng-hdp tuong-ty 1a dng
Pham Cong Ty & St. Mary’s County, MD, ciing da gidi-thi€u ngudi con trai 16n vao sinh-hoat
vGi Nghi-hoi.

Tinh-than tich-cuc phuc-vu clia ngudi Nghi-hoi 12 mot diéu it ai phid-nhan. C6 1€ cling
vi vAy ma ngudi cda Nghi-hoi ciing dugc xa-hoi chinh-mach ngay cang d€ y. Website clia
Nghi-hdi (www.ncvaonline.org) 1a mot trong nhitng website vé ngudi My goc Viét dude vao
thim nhiéu nhat trén Google Search. P& c6 ti€ng néi, khong it ngudi trong Nghi-hoi di vao
lanh-vuyc truyén thong: dng Huynh Si Nghi 14 chii bio Asian American Press § St. Paul, MN,
ba Jackie Bong Wright 12 mdt phong-vién ¢t tru cla t§ Asian Fortune & viing thi-d6 Hoa-
thinh-d&n du nhu ba ciing hoat-d6ng manh trong lanh-vyc ghi danh cho ngudi My géc Viét di
bau. Hang trim bai bdo trén hau hét cdc bdo 16n nhé & Hoa-ky da vi€t vé Nghi-hdi, ciing nhu
nhiéu ngudi clia Nghi-hoi dugc phdng van déu déu trén cdc dai truyén hinh, truyén thanh trén
toan-qudc. Va ciing tuong-ty, Nghi-hdi ciing da c6 khong it ngudi dudc hai ding 16n & Hoa-
k¥ clf vao nhitng chitc-vu kha cao & trong chinh-quyén: ba Chi Ray, trong thdi 6ng Bush cha,
da dugc mdi lam Phé-tdng-gidm-ddc Vin-phong Pinh-cu Ty nan (ORR, Office of Refugee
Resettlement) thudc Bo Y-t&€ va Xa-hoi; hai 6ng Nguyén Ngoc Bich va Pham Thu Ping dugc
mdi lam Ph6-TGD Vian-phong Gido-duc Song-ngit tai BO Gido-duc Lién-bang, 6ng Bich dudi
thdi dng Bush cha va 6ng Ping dudi thdi Téng-thdng Clinton; anh Duong Viét Qudc, ngudi
clia Nghi-hoi, ciing da c6 lic cam dau vin-phong White House Initiatives on Asian and
Pacific Americans, tic vin-phong c6-van cho Téng-thdng vé cdc nhém ngudi My gbc A-chau
Th4i-binh-duong, dusi thdi Téng-thdng Clinton.




